Prevalence of staphylococcal zoonosis in pyogenic skin infections.
S. aureus aetiology was found in 76.47% of the 102 pyoderma cases under study, with a high frequency of incidence in children below 5 years of age. The majority of the S. aureus isolates was nontypable (50.0%) and among the typable strains, phage group-III (31.0%), Group-I (20.7%) and a mixed phage group (34.5%) were predominant. 28.2% of the isolates were S. aureus var. bovis and 2.6% were S. aureus var. canis subgroups. Zoonoses in staphylococcal pyogenic skin infections were proved in 9 of the cases, which showed the history of direct animal contact supported by the isolation of S. aureus of animal host origin. Dogs, cattle and poultry were found to be the most important reservoirs transmitting S. aureus to humans, with folliculitis, furunculosis, impetigo as the frequent clinical manifestations.